Audacity Basics

Download and Install Audacity

Windows and Mac
¢ Go to http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
e Download Audacity and run the installer.

Download the LAME MP3 encoder
LAME is a library that allows some programs
to encode MP3 files

Windows

e From that same page, you also have to
download the LAME MP3 encoder.

e This will download as a zip archive. Unzip it
and save the file lame_enc.dll anywhere on
your computer.

e The first time you use the "Export as MP3"
command, Audacity will ask you where
lame_enc.dll is saved.

Mac OS9 or X

e From that same page, you also have to
download the LAME MP3 encoder.

e Download either libmp3lame or the version
of LameLib for your operating system.

e When you have finished downloading, use
Stuffit Expander to extract the files. (This
may happen automatically.)

e Save the file called "LamelLib" or
libmp3lame.dylib anywhere on your
computer.

e The first time you use the "Export as MP3"
command, Audacity will ask you where
LameLib or libmp3lame.dylib is saved.

m.iudacity

Contact Us | [ Getmvoivea |

The Free, Cross-Platform Sound Editor

Audacity is free, open source software for recording and editing sounds. It is available for
Mac 08 . Microsoft Windows, GNU/Linux, and other operating systems. Leam more about
Audacity

Download Audacity 1.2.6

Taxr Microsoll Windows.

Deownload Audacity 1.3.3 (Beta)

for Microsoft Windows.

Other gowninads
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Audacity Work Space
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Editing Tools
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Selection Tool — For selecting the
range of audio you want to edit or
listen to.

Envelope Tool — Change the
volume over time.

Draw Tool — Modify individual
samples

Zoom Tool — Zooming in and out.

Timeshift Tool — Slide tracks left
or right

Multi Tool — Lets you access all of
these tools at once depending on
the location of the mouse and the
keys you are holding down.
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Audacity Basics

Audio Control Buttons

Skip to Start — Moves the

i
“'“I cursor to time 0 1 :
el 4] i W
e Play — Star.t.s playing at
cursor position
._J Record — Starts recording
audio at the cursor position
Pause — Temporarily stops
] play until you hit pause again
| Stop — Stops recording or
playing
A# Skip to End
Mixer Tool
1)) ,ﬁ _O * Internal Mic

e Output Volume
e Microphone Volume
e Microphone
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Audacity Basics

Edit Toolbar

Cut

Copy
Paste

Trim away the audio outside the
selection

Silence the selected audio Audacity Edit Toolbar

Undo of B @ ) oo }9,@}2&

Redo

Zoom in

Zoom out

Fits selection in the window

DRxREEESEE

Fits project in the window

Recording an Audio Track
Record your voice by clicking the record
button and speak into the microphone

. )I Ei— “ > , ") m »u '"'fa'ﬁ-jf"’?*ﬁ'"'"-"'-_'"Qif?':qﬁ"ﬁ"'f'f".'_"mlL_i'
When you are finished recording press the weolly 00
yellow stop button. a5
Rewind and listen to your recording by
pressing the rewind key and green play key.
| | g
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Edit Tracks

Edit out any gaps or mistakes in the audio by
using the “Selection Tool".

I

Highlight the segment of the sound file that
you do not want and hit the delete key on your
keyboard.

You can also cut the segment so that you can
paste it on another track.
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Audio Tracks R e
32-hit float ns
Mute | Solo 0.04 MW%W
Each time that you begin a new recording it el
will create a new audio track. Log-R |,
X|Anna\rrtrn | 1.0
A A A i Mono, 44100Hz 05
32-hit float
You can also add an existing audio file. ] S| o)
Project = Import Audio T gt
-05
Lo R
Naming Tracks
You can name each track by clicking on the
drop down arrow and choose Name.
Mame. ..
ﬂﬁi: I:E::g:wn X|Annalintro | 1.0
Mono, 441 00Hz 05 )
‘Waveform (dB) a2-hit flost ’
Speckrum
e mae | Sola | | g0 ’»}WM
Moo - +
Left Channel O
Right Channel L R -05
Make Stereo Track,
0 1.0

Set Sample Format

Set Rate 3

Moving Tracks
You can move your audio tracks to a desired
location by using the Time shift tool button

+—*

Click on the Time Shift tool and then click and
drag the audio clip where you want it.
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Envelope tool

Select the Envelope tool and click at the very top
of the audio track.

A white dot will appear at the top and bottom of
the track. If you place the white dot between the
two triangles of the envelope cursor you can click
and drag to increase or decrease the volume.

Now at about one second later create another
series of white dots.

Click on one of the white dots on the blue line, to
adjust the volume in the section following.

Quick Mix

Once you have recorded all of your segments,

Before

and you have edited out the unwanted ;EE“EZ-i “)B)e)m) ) ";,m- e .‘j., T LTI
segments, you can combine all of your tracks b licimaive ool AR
into one track using the quick mix function. e
e Edit > Select All to select all tracks. s “—"“"\‘f‘“
e Go to Project 22Quick Mix. i
e All of the tracks will be combined ol """
into one. R
& an
After
BV G s)e)5)8)5) [P :
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Advanced Editing Options

e Select the segment of the file you wish to
edit.

e Click Effect on the Menu bar.

e Select the Effect you wish to apply.

¢ Make any adjustments that might be
required if a control panel appears. Click
Ok to apply the effect.

|
Effect Analyze Help

Amnplify. ..

Bass Boost...
Change Pitch. ..
Change Speed...
Change Tempo...
Click Removal...
Compressar...
Echa...
Equalization. ..
Fade In

Fade Qut

FFT Filker...
Inwert

Moise Remaoval...
Normalize. .,
Myquisk Prompt...
Phaser...
Repeat, ..
Reverse
Wahwah...

Cross Fade In
Cross Fade Qut
Delay...

GVerb...

Hard Limnitet ..,
High Pass Filker...
Lows Pass Filter...
SC4..

Tremolo...

Saving a Project

File > Save Project.

You can continue to edit this audio file at a
later time.

Exporting a Project
When you are ready to export it you can
export it to a wav file or mp3.

e File &> Export as MP3
You may get a warning that informs you that

the tracks will be mixed down to two stereo
channels in the exported file. Click OK

Save Project As: @
Save in: | [} Desktop j &% EE-
y BMV Documents [g)Shorteut ta scrapbook journaling
J } My Computer

Recent & 1y Metwork Places
\ChAdrian

9 [CAdrian & Lia Wedding
(C5 Adrian's Music

Desktop ICCatlinH
[C)Hodag
([ChMatian
|ChMegan Video

My Dacumerts | =
= (o and Dad
:1}5 [C)Phone
by Computer (Dysecurity
Cvidens
’
My Metwork  File name: “ ﬂ Save

Flaces

Save as fype: ‘Audamty projects [".aup) j Cancel
Warning

3

Yaur tracks will be mixed down ta bwa stereo channels in the exparted file.
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Audacity Basics

Name the file and save it to the location that
you want.

You will now be given the opportunity to
provide some information about the file.

Leave the format at ID3v2 and fill in any
desired info. Click OK. The MP3 file will be
saved.

Edit the ID3 tags for. the MP3 file

Format;

" 1D3] [maore campatible]
fo |D2v2 [more fexiblef

3

Title: |

Aurtizt: |

Alburn: |

Track Mumber: Y'ear:

[aenre; | Blues

=

Comments: |

Canizel | | k. |
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